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"Vomen’s organisations threaten to

sue CPS for ‘dropping too many rape
cases’

Failure by prosecutors to bring sexual offence cases branded a ‘human rights failure’ by activists

l— Click to follow
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Rape Crisis England says criminal justice system is failing victims and survivors ( Getty )

Women’s organisations are threatening to take the Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) to court over claims sexual offences cases are being
“dropped” without good reason.

A UK-wide coalition of activist groups, represented by the Centre for
Women’s Justice (CWJ), said the CPS has covertly changed its policy and
practice in relation to decision-making on rape cases, leading to a major
fall in the number of such cases resulting in a criminal charge.

Government figures show there was a 23 per cent drop in the number of
rape cases taken on by the CPS in the 12 months to 2017-18, despite a 16
per cent increase in police-recorded rape over the same period.

ADVERTISING

The End Violence Against Women coalition (EVAW) said this change in
practice, and the lack of cases going to court, discriminates against
women and girls, and is a major failure in protecting their human rights.

They say they have a dossier of more than 20 recent cases which were
dropped by prosecutors for reasons they felt were spurious or unjustified.
This includes one victim who was raped at knifepoint and held prisoner
for two days by her boyfriend, a man who was known by police to be
violent.
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They are due to submit a “letter before action” to the CPS on Monday, London Zoo

urging them to review and change the way they handle serious sexual
offence cases.

Popular videos

EVAW coalition co-director, Sarah Green, said: “We have strong evidence
to show that CPS leaders have quietly changed their approach to decision-
making in rape cases, switching from building cases based on their
‘merits’ back to second-guessing jury prejudices.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/cps—sued-rape-c...s—crown-prosecution-service—centre-womens-]ustice-38951216.htm| Page 3 of 8



43 A
1\3’0|%en’s organisations threaten to sue CPS for ‘dropping too many rape cases’ | The Independent

Nike ‘very concerned’ by “This is extremely serious and is

rape accusations against . . .
Neymar having a detrimental impact on

women’s access to justice.”
Greece performs last-
minute U-turn over rape She told the Press Association:
definition .

“We have begun legal action and
Rape victims like myself are
being denied proper
counselling court.

we could, of course, end up in

ADVERTISING

“A letter before action is a proper first step that we felt we have had to
resort to. We want the CPS to stop weeding out what they perceive to be
‘weak’ cases.
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“Prosecutors should be judging cases on their merits - not on whether or
not they think a jury will be prejudiced against the victim.

“We’re trying to show the CPS that it has a duty to victims. We are in
constant dialogue with the CPS who, for more than a decade, have been a
very progressive part of the criminal justice system.
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Ukip Carl Benjamin confronted with reactions of rape survivors

“In the justice system there are well-known myths about rape, but
prosecutors are supposed to deal with them - not just say ‘we can’t expect
a jury to disregard it’.

“We’re not just a shouty group saying, ‘Let’s have a go at the state’. But the
refusal to listen and to implement what we say is a massive change for the
way these cases are brought to court - we say, for the worse - is the
reason why we have taken these measures.

“If necessary, we will end up in court opposite the CPS and will have to
let judges decide whether we have a case or not.”

Once CPS lawyers receive the letter, they will then be given time to
respond to the allegations or bid for an extension to the deadline.

If the CPS does not agree to change its policy, the matter could end up
b .gdecided by a judicial review in the courts.

Campaigners have set up a crowdfunding website to help raise money to
support their case, available at http:/www.crowdjustice.com.

A CPS spokesperson said: “Sexual offences are some of the most complex
cases we prosecute and we train our prosecutors to understand victim
vulnerabilities and the impact of rape, as well as consent, myths and
stereotypes.

“Decisions to prosecute are based on whether our legal tests are met - no
other reason - and we always seek to prosecute where there is sufficient
evidence to do so.

“Victims have the right to ask for a review of their case by another
prosecutor, independent of the original decision-maker, and this is
ar  1er way we can make sure we are fair and transparent in what we do.”

Harriet Wistrich, CW] director who is bringing the case for EVAW, said:
“We are arguing that the CPS’ systemic failure to prosecute rape is a
comparable human rights failure and has a discriminatory impact on
women, who are the large majority of rape victims.”

Katie Russell, national spokeswoman for Rape Crisis England and Wales,
said: “Despite significant increases in the number of victims and
survivors of rape and all forms of sexual violence and abuse reporting to
the police in recent years, the vast majority of those who’ve been
subjected to these traumatic experiences still choose not to pursue
criminal justice.

“Through our frontline work at Rape Crisis, we know the reasons for this
under-reporting are many and varied, but survivors tell us they include
fear of being re-traumatised through what can be a very long and difficult
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process, with little prospect of seeing their perpetrator brought to justice
at the end of it.

“The criminal justice system is failing victims and survivors of sexual
violence and abuse in multiple ways, and these failures must be urgently
investigated and addressed. These serious crimes have wide-ranging,
lifelong impacts and those who’ve been through them deserve specialist
support and justice.”

Press Association

MORE ABOUT CROWN PROSECUTION SERVICE RAPE CASES

Promoted stories

NEWS
Seinfeld actor is
‘embarrassed for’
Will & Grace stars
amid Trump feud

US POLITICS MIDDLE EAST

Trump insists Netanyahu
meteorologists demands boycott of
wrong and he is HBO series for
right about... showing...

Can You Afford to Retire Now?
FISHER INVESTMENTS UK | EBOOK|Sponsored

Easy-To-Miss Things That May Improve Our Lives

AMOMEDIA.COM!Sponsored

Brits With No Life Insurance Can Get £200k By Doing This
FINANCE DAILY |Sponsored

1 Important Trick Most Mac Users Are Unaware of
MACKEEPER | Sponsored

35 Resignation Letters Giving Everyone Inspiration
NINJAJOURNALIST |Sponsored

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/cps-sued—rape-c...s-crown—prosecution—service-centre-womens-justice—a8951216.htm| Page 6 of 8



Women's organisations threaten to sue CPS for ‘dropping too many rape cases’ | The Independent

JULNQL v TCLRT NI G O W0 oy LIS U MY 110 U1 118eyn

FURNITURE

1o o £aUX Fur Rugs That Look And Feel Like The Real...

What you need to know about this red bumpy skin condition
PROMOTED BY THE INDEPENDENT |Sponsored

Bletchley: Incredible New Will Writing Service

LEGACY WILLS |Sponsored

Why Top Doctor Recommends This For Arthritis & Joint...

JI' TER LABORATORIES JOINTFUEL360 SUPPLEMENT | Sponsored

Comments
Share your thoughts and debate the big issues

Learn more

Join the discussion

Loading comments...

Handmade in Switzerland: 24 hours and only one hand. The

Slow Watch helps you to live for the moment.
SLOW-WATCHES.COM |Sponsored

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/h ome-news/cps-sued-rape-c...s-crown-prosecution-service-centre-womens-justice-a8951216.html

Yaq2.

04/09/2019, 12:51

Page 7 of 8



913

Wwomen's organisations threaten to sue CPS for ‘dropping too many rape cases’ | The independent 04/09/2019, 12:51

OUR PRODUCTS OTHER PUBLICATIONS EXTRAS LEGAL

Subscriptions Evening Standard All topics Code of conduct and
complaints

Install our apps Novaya Gazeta Voucher codes

Contributors

Archive Advertising guide
GET IN TOUCH Cookie policy
Syndication
Contact us Privacy notice
Jobs

User policies

00

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/cps-sued-rape-c...s-crown-prosecution-service-centre-womens-justice-a8951216.htmi Page 8 of 8



