DATA CAVEATS

1. CPS data are available through its Case Management System (CMS) and associated
Management Information System (MIS). The CPS collects data to assist in the effective

management of its prosecution functions. The CPS does not collect data that constitutes official
2. These data have been drawn from the CPS’s administrative IT system, which (as with any large

scale recording system) is subject to possible errors with data entry and processing. The figures are
provisional and subject to change as more information is recorded by the CPS. We are committed

to improving the quality of our data and from mid-June 2015 introduced a new data assurance
3. The official statistics relating to crime and policing are maintained by the Home Office (HO) and

the official statistics relating to sentencing, criminal court proceedings, offenders brought to justice,
the courts and the iudiciarv are maintained bv the Ministrv of Justice (MOJ).

CPS records identify the number of cases flagged as involving violence against women and girls,
referred to the CPS for a charging decision and the number of defendants prosecuted, by way of a
number of different monitoring flags. These flags are applied to the case record on the Case
Management System and the outcome of proceedings are extracted and reported at finalisation
through the related Management Information System. The data are accurate only to the extent that

CPS PRE-CHARGE DECISIONS

() CPS pre-charge decisions are recorded on a suspect basis.

(I} Pre-charge outcomes comprise decisions to charge, to take no further action (no prosecution),
that an out of court disposal, such as a caution, is appropriate, administrative finalisations or other

(where the result of the charaina decisjon is not known). ) ]
(I) The CPS is continually striving to improve the quality of data used in both internal and external

reports. During the course of the year, a revised method of reporting the outcomes of charging
decisions was developed. The revised method has been used in this report which provides a more
accurate fiaure for the percentaae of defendant cases which proceeded to prosecution. For this

CPS PROSECUTIONS

() CPS prosecution outcomes are recorded on a defendant basis. In some cases, a number of
defendants may be prosecuted together. All defendants may be convicted; all may be acquitted; or

some mav be convicted and others acauitted. ) _
(1) Convictions comprise guilty pleas, convictions after trial and cases proved in the absence of the

defendant. Unsuccessful outcomes represent all outcomes other than a conviction, comprising
discontinuances & withdrawals. discharaed committals. dismissals and acauittals. and administrative

For the full set of data definitions and detailed explanatory text please refer to the relevant part of
the 2013-14 Annual Violence aaainst Women & Girls Report.
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